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A Study of Provincial Senior Officers at the
Beginning of the Han Dynasty

Liu Pak-yuen®

Abstract

There were two kinds of officers in the Han government: senior officers,
who were nominated by the Emperor, and subordinate officers who were
nominated by chief officers; for example, the chief officer of a province
nominated his subordinate officers for the provincial government. According
to the traditional historical documents, there were normally only four senior
officers in a provincial government. In 2001, documents written on bamboo
strips that had been unearthed in Zhangjiashan 7%%¢|l] were published. In
these documents, considered to be governmental documents dating from the
beginning of the Han dynasty, we find that there were more than a dozen
senior officers in a provincial government. These newly-identified senior
officers were all military officers. The bureaucratic systems of provincial
government revealed in the Zhangjiashan documents are the vestiges of the
governmental systems of the Warring States period and the Qin dynasty.
During the Warring States, the Qin and the early Han, the main duties of
provincial governments were military. The provincial bureaucratic system
changed gradually during the Han dynasty, and by the latter part of the Western

Han dynasty, provincial governments functioned mainly as civil administrations.

* Liu Pak-yuen is a research fellow in the Institute of History and Philology at the Academia

Sinica.
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The positions of military officers in the provincial government were abolished

as the bureaucratic system changed, and it is the result of these changes that is
recorded the traditional historical documents.

Keywords: Zhangjiashan 5% |1| bamboo strips, senior officers, subordinate
officers, Han dynasty, province



