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ABSTRACT:

The Birthday Celebration painting scroll for the Empress Dowager
Chonggqing in the Palace Museum collection portrays the scene of her
being greeted along the road of several dozen li on her way back from the
Garden of Everlasting Spring (Changchun yuan) to the Forbidden City,
guarded by the Qianlong Emperor (r. 1736-1795). This article discuss-
es the imperial paraphernalia depicted in the painting, especially those
used by the emperor. On this basis, the historical background, expendi-
tures, logistics, and the process of creating the paintings are explored in
order to point out that, under the personal supervision of the Qianlong
Emperor, the celebration enjoyed the highest and unprecedented pres-
tige. The scroll is not only the most painstakingly thorough one among
the Empress Dowager’s three birthday celebration paintings, but also the
only surviving original in comparison with the scroll depicting the oc-
casions for the Kangxi (r. 1662-1722) and the Qianlong emperors. The
scene depicted that went beyond ritual and institutional stipulations and
never written down manifests the important historical value of compar-

ing the visual and textural records.
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