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Lin Shu

ABSTRACT:

The Empress Dowager Chonggqing’s Birthday Celebration scroll in the
Palace Museum collection depicts the scene of welcoming crowds along
the several dozen li-long route the Empress Dowager travelled shortly be-
fore his sixtiethbirthday, from the Garden of Joyful Spring (Changchun
yuan) back to the Forbidden City, with the Qianlong Emperor’s (r. 1736-
1795) company. On the basis of interpreting the painting, this article
demonstrates the differences regarding the imperial honor guards, espe-
cially the hierarchical ranking of the Emperor’s honor guards (lubu), so
as to discuss the historical background, logistics, and the process of cre-
ating this painting. It points out that the celebratory event enjoyed the
highest esteem and the grandest scale under the personal supervision
of the Qianlong Emperor. This painting is not only the most detailed
copy among those recording three occasions of the Empresses Dowager’s
birthday celebrations, but, in comparison with those depicting the birth-
days of the Kangxi Emperor (r. 1662-1722) and the Qianlong Emper-
or, it is the only extant original copy. It provides important visual refer-
ence for later generation of scholars who study the history, court rituals
in particular, of the Qianlong reign. As for the content of the painting,
the depiction of those details that do not fall into the institutional frame-
work or match text records are proof of the exceptional historical value

of the complementary nature of text and visual records.

KEYWORDS:
Birthday celebration, Dianjing, Honor guard (lubu), Instrument rack,

Golden carriage, Funds and logistics
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